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SHRI KALURAM BAMNIYA

Shri Kaluram Bamniya a renowed singer of Kabir Bhajans.

2. Born on 20 January, 1970 at village Kanheriya in Dewas District of MP, Shri Kaluram
Bamniya parents were marginal farmers & agricultural labourers. The practice of
occasionally singing bhajans at night at the choupal after work was part of the family
culture. As a child he was attracted and picked up a liking to these bhajans.He absorbed
and learnt from his father and grandfather. He would initially accompany them on the
manjira and later began singing from the age of nine.

S Shri Kaluram was able to study only up to class 3 at the village school. Later in life he
attended adult education classes and completed the basic literacy course. Given the family
situation he was compelled to labour, tending cattle, from a tender age of twelve. At the age of
thirteen he came in contact with Ram Nivas ji Rao of Sawai Madhopur. He ran away to
Rajasthan where he worked at a hotel during the day and learnt bhajans at night. He later
came back to his village and worked for fourteen years almost as a bonded labourer. He was
attached as a "Hali" to various families in the region to support the family.He primarily sings
Kabir Bhajans along with bhajans of Mirabai and Goraknath in the local Malwi dialect.

4. Shri Kaluram has been performing at villages in the region for a long time in village
functions, family occasions, local government functions etc. Over the past two decades he
has also been performing at various forums outside Malwa region. Some of these were: 'Aao
Saadho' at India International Center, New Delhi; 'Samarpan’' at Bhubaneshwar;
'Kabir'Nirantara Raag Utsava at Mysuru; 'Kabir Vani', Vasantutsava at Pune & 'Kabir
Sadhana' at Kalachaya Cultural Center, Pune; 'Kabir Festival' at Embassy of India,
Kathmandu, Nepal; Third Gorakhpur Film Festival; ' Lok Kala Manch' New Delhi; 'Kabir
Sangeet', NCERT, New Delhi; 'Ekai Ram Rahim-Bhajan Sandhya', Bharat Bhavan, Bhopal;
'Kabir Vani', Indore Literature Festival; Universities such as Ashoka, AIIMS Rishikesh,
Azim Premji University and others.He has been a Akashvani radio artist and his recordings
have been broadcasted by various channels of both radio & television. He has featured in
documentaries made on Kabir.

5. Shri Kaluram has been an active member of the Kabir Bhajan & Vichar Manch,
Dewas encouraging and participating with other local singers. He has worked on many
small projects to actively train women & children of the region. His base in the folk tradition
of Malwa remains strong even while he travels across many regions.

0. Shri Kaluram has received awards from Nehru Yuwa Kendra and Sports and Youth
Welfare Society M.P., among others. He has also received 'Rashtriya Tulsi Award', by
Government of MP; 'Kabir Kohinoor Puraskar', Nagor, Rajasthan; and 'Bheraji Samman’,
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